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TAGS: MASS, CG, NI 

SUBJECT: NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE ON MILITARY AID TO ZAIRE 
AND NIGERIA 

REF: STATE 11603 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE ENTITLED "STATE DEPARTMENT DENIES 
REDUCING ARMS FOR ZAIRE OR ADDING AID FOR NIGERIA" APPEARED 
ON PAGE 3 OF JANUARY 17 EDITION OF NEW YORK TIMES: 

QUOTE THE STATE DEPARTMENT DENIED TODAY THAT THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION HAD APPROVED A 2 MILLION DOL MILITARY 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR NIGERIA AND THAT IT HAD DECIDED TO 
CUT MILITARY AID TO ZAIRE ALMOST IN HALF. 
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JOHN H. TRATTNER, A DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, WOULD NOT 
DISCLOSE THE AMOUNT OF MILITARY AID TO BE REQUESTED FOR 
ZAIRE IN THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 1979, BUT OTHER ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICIALS SAID IT WOULD BE 17.5 MILLION DOLS, EXACTLY 
WHAT CONGRESS VOTED FOR FISCAL 1978. 

IF THIS AMOUNT WERE REQUESTED, IT WOULD BE TECHNICALLY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CORRECT TO SAY THAT NO REDUCTION HAD BEEN PROJECTED FOR 
ZAIRE. BUT THE ADMINISTRATION HAD ASKED CONGRESS TO 

PROVIDE 30 MILLION DOLS FOR ZAIRE IN 1978, AND UNDER A 
FIVE-YEAR AID PROGRAM NOW EVIDENTLY SIDETRACKED, THE 
ADMINISTRATION WOULD HAVE ASKED FOR A SIMILAR AMOUNT IN 
1979. 

SOME OFFICIALS SAID A 2 MILLION DOL MILITARY TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR NIGERIA HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BUT WAS DROPPED 
RECENTLY ON THE GROUND THAT NIGERIA'S OIL REVENUES ENABLED 
IT TO PAY FOR SUCH PROGRAMS. 

MR. TRATTNER POINTED OUT THAT NIGERIA HAD PAID ALL COSTS 
OF HAVING SEVERAL HUNDRED NIGERIANS TRAINED IN THIS 
COUNTRY OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS. UNQUOTE. 

2. ENCRYPTED FOR TRANSMISSION. DECLASSIFY UPON RECEIPT. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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